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FROM THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

On the occasion of the XV International Congress of Soil Science Society 
to be held in 1994 in Mexico an additional issue of the Soil Science Annual is 
edited.

The additional issue includes the declaration of the Pedology and Agricul
tural Chemistry Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences and of the 
Presidium of the General Board of the Polish Society of Soil Science on the 
map of the world soil degradation induced by the human activity:

“World Map of the Status of Human-Induced Soil Degradation” 1990 
UNEP-ISRIC at Wageningen is comprised in the issue. This Map presents the 
faulty extents and intensity of the soil degradation in Poland.

It was intended to present in the mentioned special issue -  though in a modest 
extent -  some problems or questions important for the very discipline as well 
as for protection of natural environment on the turn of the XX and XXI centuries 
which refer to the investigations carried out in other countries of Europe and 
even of the World.The content of the presented material does not mirror directly 
the quantity of the effectuated research works in particular directions of the 
broadly understood pedology. There is however referred to the device of the 
XV International Congress of Soil Science:

“Utilization o f soils in harmony with the nature -  when knowing the past 
and forming the future”.

The published original works make in general inter-disciplinary studies. 
Geologists, geographers, archaeologists, statisticians, chemists and even phy
sicists have been invited to solve the put questions or creating working 
hypotheses. It was possible with such a collaboration to deepen many problems 
in the scope of pedology and to create at the same time for other disciplines the 
basis for stating that the soil constituents one of the very important elements 
of life and development of the living world (for plants, animals and human 
beings).

In the published issue of the Soil Science Annual papers in which following 
problems are comprised:

• characteristic and basical and additional marking of diagnostic horizons 
in the recently prepared and published systematic of the Polish soils,
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• pleistocene and holocene fossil soils and relict ones for specifying the drift 
stratigraphy and the period of forming the present soil cover,

• chemical diagnostic indices for some soil forming processes (bleaching, 
rusting),

• effect of fertilizing on the plant crops and the soil properties upon the 
70-year experiments which were carried out in the Experimental Field of the 
Chair of Agricultural Chemistry of the Warsaw Agricultural University at 
Skierniewice,

• abundance of soils in microelements in some regions of Poland,
• magnetic properties of soils in some regions of the country as the index of 

anthropopression,
• possibilities of removing the surplus of heavy metals from the soil with 

the use of zeolites as one of the methods of environment regeneration,
• prognosis of the dangers of natural environment with the BIGLEB -  World 

Informatic System.


